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CONFIDENTIAL COLOMBO 2938 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR, CE 

SUB J : BIOGRAPHIC DATA ON GURBACHAN SINGH, INDIAN AMBASSADOR- 
DESIGNATE TO SWITZERLAND AND THE HOLY SEE 

1 . GURBACHAN SINGH AS SERVED AS HIGH COMMISSIONER TO SRI LANKA 
SINCE NOVEMBER, 1975. 

2. SINGH IS A SIKH. HE AND HIS WIFE, SHAMA MAIRA, HAVE THREE 
GOWN CHILDREN. BOTH SINGHS ARE FLUENT, RELAXED ENGLISH CON- 
VERSATIONALISTS. THEY MAY ALSO SPEAK SOME FRENCH. THEY RECALL 
A POSTING IN WASHINGTON SOME YEARS AGO WITH APPARENT AFFECTION 
AND ENJOY SOCIALIZING WITH AMERICANS. THIS IS NOT ALWAYS 

EASY ON THE AMERICANS SINCE SINGH IS INCLINED TO INGENUOUSLY 
REPEAT WHATEVER ANTI-AMERICAN CLICHES ARE CURRENT, E.G. 

"YOUR CONSIDERING BUILDING THE NEUTRON BOMB IS INHUMANE"; 

"THE NPT IS INTENDED TO DEPRIVE THE LDC'S OF NUCLEAR TECH 
NOLOGY", ETC. 

3. BEFORE SRI LANKA, SINGH WAS JOINT SECRETARY FOR EAST ASIA 
AND NORTHERN DIVISION (BL TAN, SIKKIM, NEPAL) IN THE MINISTRY 
OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. INDIAN TAKEOVER OF 
SIKKIM OCCURRED DURING HIS TENURE. SOME SRI LANKA OFFICIALS 
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CONSIDERED SINGH'S ASSIGNMENT TO ANOTHER OF INDIA'S NEIGHBORS 
SO SOON AFTER THE DISAPPEARANCE OF SIKKIM AS LACKING IN TASTE. 
HOWEVER, SINGH S ELABORATE PERSONAL COURTESY AND GREAT CAU- 
TION IN PRIVATE AND PUBLIC UTTERANCES SERVED TO MINIMIZE GSL 
SUSPICIONS DURING HIS STAY IN SRI LANKA. HE IS CONSIDERED TO 
HAVE RUN THE INDIAN HIGH COMMISSION EFFECTIVELY, ESPECIALLY 
ITS COMPLEX TAMIL EMIGRATION WORK. 
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4. BORN IN 1923, SINGH ENTERED THE FOREIGN SERVICE IN 1949. 

PAST ASSIGNHCNTS INCLUDE: 

AMBASSADOR TO MOROCCO AND HIGH COMMISSIONER TO KENYA 
(1969-70) 

OF INDIAN REPRESENTATIVE TO ISLAMIC SUMMIT, RABAT (1969) 
COUNSELLOR IN PARIS (1967-69) 

NEW DELHI MEA (1965-67) 

LAGOS, LONDON, BANGKOK, NEW DELHI, WASHINGTON (1949-65) 

5. EMBASSY COMMENT: AMERICAN OFFICIALS MAY FIND IT USEFUL 
TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH SINGH ABOUT ATTITUDES AMONG LOCAL RE- 
PRESENTATIVES OF NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES. HE IS PUNCTILIOUS 

IN PROTOCOL MATTERS AND DOES NOT TAKE KINDLY TO EXCESSES OF 
INFORMALITY. HE IS COOPERATIVE ON ROUTINE MATTERS BUT OVERLY 
CAUTIOUS WITH AMERICANS WHEN IT COMES TO SUBSTANCE. 
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